LORD  OXFORD WAS SHAKESPEARE
the author and any publisher or company. Hence
originated the assertion of the Players "Wee have
scarce received from him a blot in his papers/*
otherwise the " Fair Copies." Further, the passage
in the Epistle and Preface (by Ben Jonson) to the
effect that death intervened, and prevented the
author from "having the fate, common with some,
to be executor to his owne writings/' was, as Ben
Jonson knew, literally true in Oxford's case, who
died after publishing fifteen plays in succession,
after which authentic publications ceased until
renewed in the Folio.
The editors may have been Francis Bacon,
whose connection with the publication of the
Folio is not easily denied, the Earl of Derby, and
Ben Jonson; but even then, only in an advisory
capacity. Their open collaboration in the cir-
cumstances would have been impossible. The
two former had probably been members of
"the Group"; and had controlled the revision
and completion of plays after the death of
Oxford*
We next come to Ben Jonson's De Shakespeare
Nostrati, a tribute delivered at least seven years
after the publication of the Folio, the subject of
which would seem to have been the Earl of Ox-
ford, The regret that the poet had not "blotted
a thousand lines" is intelligible* Edward de
Vere was shown to have been a prolific writer at
the age of twenty-eight, and must have written
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